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The typeface Westgate was designed based on the vernacular concrete typography 
on the North, East and West gates of Saigon’s iconic Ben Thanh Market, which  
were installed during its renovation in the middle of 20th century. Withstanding  
the test of time, they have embodied the history of both the market and of  
Saigon’s development.

* See the full article about 
the typeface at republi.sh

North gate
—
Photo credit: Unknown

East and West gates, c.2020
—
Photos by Ha Doan

http://republi.sh
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cửa_tây

The typeface carries an elegant condensed form inspired by the Art Deco style  
of the early 20th century French colonial era. It features elongated letter heights, 
combined with geometric lines and forms. The most charming feature is the 
Vietnamese diacritics which are harmoniously integrated into the letterforms, thus 
compensating for the typographic challenges of the Vietnamese language system 
while not compromising legibility.

Westgate Regular 165pt 
compared to the lettering  
on the West gate

* See the full article about 
the typeface at republi.sh

http://republi.sh
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hỘI-chợ SAIGon SẼ KhAI MẠc 

nGàY 20 DÉcEMbRE 1942. hỘI-

chợ nẦY SẼ Là hỘI-chợ LỚn 

nhẤt Ở SAIGon Mà nhỮnG hỘI-
chIỀU hÔM QUA, hỒI 6 GIỜ RƯỠI, XE chỬA LỬA RẦn RỘ chẠY VỀ PhÍA 

chợ-cŨ. thIÊn hẠ tƯỞnG cÓ hoÃ-hoẠn chẠY thEo coI. bỐn chIếc XE 

chỬA LỬA nGỪnG nGAY tIỆM hÚt SỐ 61 ĐƯỜnG chAIGnEAU, Là nƠI ĐÃ 
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chIỀU hÔM QUA, hỒI 6 GIỜ RƯỠI, XE chỬA LỬA RẦn RỘ chẠY VỀ 
PhÍA chợ-cŨ. thIÊn hẠ tƯỞnG cÓ hOÃ-hOẠn chẠY thEO cOI. 
bỐn chIếc XE chỬA LỬA nGỪnG nGAY tIỆM hÚt SỐ 61 ĐƯỜnG 
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The fonts in the Barber family are released under SIL Open Font License, which 
means they are free to be used for commercial and personal projects. You can also: 
modify them, redistribute them, and redistribute the modified versions.

When working with any of the fonts, please remember to credit the Republish 
project as well as the type designers’ name(s). You are free to make any changes 
to our fonts to suit your preferences and needs; you are also then required to 
redistribute the modified fonts under the original font license.

What can you do with  
these fonts?

Technical specifications

If you are unclear, please do not hesitate to contact us at republish@onbehalfof.studio.
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BEHALF STUDIO Behalf is a tiny creative hideout of giant thinkers, and a well-kept secret based in 
Saigon, Vietnam. Nothing makes us more excited than an opportunity to work on 
interesting and meaningful projects, with nice and ardent people around the world.

Republish is a self-initiated and exploratory project by Behalf Studio. The project 
seeks to investigate the typographic remnants, hidden in the apertures of urban 
landscape and archived materials, and revive them into digital typefaces.

The process of creating the digital incarnations often involves both research-
driven and speculative design. Starting from the collection and study of vernacular 
typographic elements, we select the ones that give us ground to experiment with. 
We will then extrapolate from a few letters to create a completed working typeface, 
informed by visual research and cultural context.

The output of this project is a curated collection of free and open-source fonts, 
along with storytelling elements, created by and for Vietnamese people. This is 
our effort to return the unique but familiar aesthetics of local identity to the 
community.

To request more glyphs, contribute to the project, or collaborate, please contact us at 
republish@onbehalfof.studio.

If you enjoy these free fonts and would like to support us, please consider donating to the 
project via our donation page. Your support would encourage us to continue creating new 
fonts, refining old ones and distributing them to the world.

For enquiries, please contact us at us@onbehalfof.studio.
Visit our website at onbehalfof.studio.

mailto:republish%40onbehalfof.studio?subject=
https://ko-fi.com/republish
mailto:us%40onbehalfof.studio?subject=
https://onbehalfof.studio

