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* See the full article about
the typeface at republi.sh

The sign in front of Mr.
Hung’s barbershop, c. 2014

Photo by Giang Nguyen

The new sign in place of Mr.
Hung’s, now a lawyer office,
c.2020

Photos by Ha Doan

Barber typeface is an ode to the glorious art of Vietnamese signpainting. Hand-
painted signs, which once dominated urban areas, now remain on storefronts of
very few businesses in the Cho Lon area. This typeface was rendered based on
one of such remnant—a barbershop’s sign in District 5, Saigon circa mid-1980s. By

late 2018, the old barbershop’s sign was no longer visible hidden behind a newer,
extended metal one.
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* See the full article about
the typeface at republi.sh

The layers of Barber 140pt
compared to the lettering on
the original sign

The chromatic, all-caps, display typeface consists of 4 font variants. When layered,
they create the dimensional typographic effects with lighting and shadows, similar
to that of the original hand-painted sign. This style was largely influenced by
European lettering in the 19t and 20 century.
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Method A 1. Set 4 lines of the same
text, at the same font size,

(Filbutime. Right. Shade THANH LICH
(Fill, Outline, Right, Shadow]).

2. Select all and set the
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Method B 1. Set 4 lines of the same
text, at the same font size,
in separate textboxes.
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2. Position all of the
textboxes directly on top of
each other.
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NCHE CAT TOC LA

MOT NGHE LAM
DEP. MOI KIEU TOC
CHINH LA MOI TAC
PHAM DUOC KET
TINH TU TINH YEU
NGHE NGHIEP VA
NANG LUC LAD
DONG NGHIEM TUC
CUA NGUOI THO.
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RICHARD LA MOT THAY TU CUA
NUOC ANH TUNG DEN VA SONG O
BAI VIET. BA NOI VE CACH DE TOC
CUA DAN ONG THANG LONG: “VE
DEP CUA XU BDANG NGOAI LA DE
TOC DAI. DO MOT PHAN CUA TRANG
PHUC NGHI LE. NAM GIOI VA PHU NU
THUONG BUI TOC CADO VA GAN VAD
PO MOT CAI NO O PHIA SAU DAU.”

14pt

“HO KHONG CAT TOC BANG TONG-DO NHU NGUOI PHAP. HO
CAO RAU CUNG KHONG BANG DAO MONG NHU NGUOI PHAP.
TAT CA DEU DUNG CON DAO KHA TO VA XEN TUNG TI MOT.
BO TRO CHO ANH CHANG CAT TOC, LAY RAY TAI, LA ANH
CHANG XOA BOP. HAl ANH CHANG NAY SONG CANH NHAU
NHU DONG SU VA KHACH HANG SE DI TU CHO NGUOI NAY
SANG CHO NGUOI KIA SAU KHI CADO MAT VA LAY RAY TAIl.
HOI THO CAT TOC O PHAP, CAC ONG NGHI GI VE NHUNG
NGUOI THO AN NAM?” TRICH ““MOT CHIEN DICH O BAC KY”
(UN CAMPAGNE AU TONKIN) XUAT BAN O PARIS NAM 1896
CUA BAC SY HOCOUAD VIET VE CAT TOC BANG DAO SAC.
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NGHE CAT TGC LA
MOT NGHE L LAM
BEP. MOI KIEU TOC
CHINH LA MOI TAC
PHAM DUGEC KET
TINH TU TINH YEU
NGHE NGHIEP VA
NANG LUC LAD
BGNG NGHIEM TUE
CUA NGUSI THO.
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“HO KHONG CAT TOC BANG TONG-BDO NHU NGU@I PHAP. HO
CAD RAU CUNG KHONG BANG DAO MONG NHU NGUGI PHAP.
TAT CA BEu DUNG CON DABD KHA TG VA XEN TUNG Ti MGT.
BE TRO CHO ANH EHANG CAT TOEC, LAY RAY TAIl, LA ANH
CHANG X0OA BOP. HAI ANH CHANG NAY SGNG CANH NHAU
NHU BONG SU VA KHACH HANG Bl TU CHO NGUGI NAY
SANG CHO NGUOI KIA SAU KHI CAO MAT VA LAY RAY TAl.
HO1 THO CAT TOC @ PHAP, CAC GNG NGHI GI VE NHUNG
NGUGI THO AN NAM?™ TRICH “MOT CHIEN DICH @ BAC KV™
(UN CAMPAGNE AU TONKIN) XUAT BAN @ PARIS NAM 1896
CUA BAC SY HOCQUAD VIET VE CAT TOC BANG DAO SAC.
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What can you do with
these fonts?

The fonts in the Barber family are released under SIL Open Font License, which
means they are free to be used for commercial and personal projects. You can also:
modify them, redistribute them, and redistribute the modified versions.

When working with any of the fonts, please remember to credit the Republish
project as well as the type designers’ name(s]. You are free to make any changes
to our fonts to suit your preferences and needs; you are also then required to
redistribute the modified fonts under the original font license.

If you are unclear, please do not hesitate to contact us at republish(@onbehalfof.studio.

Technical specifications

FONT VERSION 2.0
CREDITS Designed by Giang Nguyen, Minh Nguyen
RELEASE DATE April 2020

COPYRIGHT Copyright @ 2020 by Giang Nguyen & Huong Ngo. All rights reserved.


https://scripts.sil.org/cms/scripts/page.php?site_id=nrsi&id=OFL
mailto:republish%40onbehalfof.studio?subject=

REPUBLISH

BARBER « THQ CAO

ABOUT US REPUBLI.SH

4 Layers
120pt

Republish is a self-initiated and exploratory project by Behalf Studio. The project
seeks to investigate the typographic remnants, hidden in the apertures of urban
landscape and archived materials, and revive them into digital typefaces.

The process of creating the digital incarnations often involves both research-
driven and speculative design. Starting from the collection and study of vernacular
typographic elements, we select the ones that give us ground to experiment with.
We will then extrapolate from a few letters to create a completed working typeface,
informed by visual research and cultural context.

The output of this project is a curated collection of free and open-source fonts,
along with storytelling elements, created by and for Vietnamese people. This is
our effort to return the unique but familiar aesthetics of local identity to the
community.

To request more glyphs, contribute to the project, or collaborate, please contact us at
republish(@onbehalfof.studio.

If you enjoy these free fonts and would like to support us, please consider donating to the
project via our donation page. Your support would encourage us to continue creating new
fonts, refining old ones and distributing them to the world.

BEHALF STUDIO

Behalf is a tiny creative hideout of giant thinkers, and a well-kept secret based in
Saigon, Vietnam. Nothing makes us more excited than an opportunity to work on
interesting and meaningful projects, with nice and ardent people around the world.

For enquiries, please contact us at us(@onbehalfof.studio.
Visit our website at onbehalfof.studio.
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